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professionalization. In the 1880's, as the 'Young Guard" grew 
old, he retired from public life, living alone in Marylebone 
until his death in 1892. 
With the aid of small grants from the Nuffield Foundation and 
the Royal Society we are preparing the work for publication by 
Manse11 Ltd., which has had long experience of producing volu- 
minous bibliographies and catalogues by photographic processes 
which by-pass many of the expensive stages of traditional type- 
setting. We propose to publish the journals in three volumes 
(including chapter introductions, illustrations and footnotes), 
together with a companion volume, which will contain a biograph- 
ical essay, editorial apparatus and a comprehensive index of 
over 30,000 entries prepared by Mrs. Margaret Friday, A.L.A. 
We would draw the attention of readers of HISTORIA 
MATHEMATICA to the unique character of this document and to the 
potential importance of its index as a research tool for 
historians of science and mathematics as well as for students of 
social and cultural history. Recent work on the correspondence 
and papers of Henry Oldenburg (by A. R. and M. B. Hall) and 
Isaac Newton (I. B. Cohen and D. T. Whiteside) have shown how 
fruitful such works can be to scholars. To those who study the 
Victorian age of science and invention, the Hirst journals will 
be no less important. 
SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION PROJECT 
IN MEDIEVAL ISLAMIC ASTRONOMY 
BY DAVID A, KING 
AMERICAN RESEARCH CENTER IN EGYPT, CAIRO 
In September 1972 a project in the history of science was 
initiated at the American Research Center in Egypt sponsored and 
financed by the Smithsonian Institution. The purpose of this 
project is to cooperate with the Egyptian National Library in 
making a survey of the Library's vast holdings of medieval Arabic 
astronomical and mathematical manuscripts. There are several 
thousand such manuscripts preserved in Cairo, most of which are 
untouched by modern scholarship. 
Following an agreement between the Egyptian National Library 
and the Smithsonian Institution Project signed in May 1973, the 
manuscripts will first be cataloged, and then detailed analyses 
will be prepared of works of particular importance. 
The Principal Investigator of the Smithsonian Project is 
Prof. Owen Gingerich of the Smithsonian Institution Astrophysical 
Observatory and Harvard University, and the Principal Consultant 
is Prof. E. S. Kennedy of the American University of Beirut. 
184 Projects HMl 
The Field Director of the project, based in Cairo, is Dr. David 
A. King, formerly of Yale University. Dr. King has a large 
collection of microfilms of Arabic scientific manuscripts 
preserved in Europe and has the facilities to visit other librar- 
ies in the Near East. Dr. Gemaleddin Elfandy and Dr. Imam 
Ibrahim Ahmed of Cairo University will also be involved in the 
work in Cairo. 
The main funds for the project are provided in Egypt by the 
Smithsonian Institution. A smaller hard currency component has 
been allocated by the National Science Foundation (1972-74), 
and a research grant for Dr. King has been provided by the 
American Philosophical Society (1972-73). 
Dr. Kennedy's previous research has shown the proliferation 
of Islamic astronomical handbooks with planetary tables. His 
survey published in 1956 listed over 120 such handbooks, many 
of which have survived in manuscript libraries around the world, 
but only three of which have been published. Dr. King's previous 
research points to the proliferation in medieval Islam of 
spherical astronomical and trigonometric tables for reckoning 
time by the sun and stars, regulating the astronomically defined 
times of Muslim prayer, finding the direction of Mecca, and 
marking the curves on astrolabes, quadrants, and sundials. 
The history of astronomy and mathematics in the Islamic 
Middle Ages has not yet been written, and cannot be until the 
vast collections of manuscripts preserved in such places as 
Cairo, Istanbul, Damascus, Meshed, and the Yemen are surveyed 
for the first time. 
INSTRUCTIONAL AIDS FOR THE HISTORY OF MATHEMATICS 
Stimulated by a workshop on the teaching of the history of 
mathematics at the California Mathematics Conference in November 
1972, a group of colleagues working with Barnabas Hughes and 
including Professor Charlotte Yesselman, Mrs. Dorothy Yost, and 
Mr. Lawrence Boone are working on a critical list of films, 
audio-visual materials, and other instructional aids for the 
history of mathematics. Those with information about such 
materials, and especially those who have prepared them, are 
urged to send full information (title, nature, participants, 
distributor, cost, showing time, etc.) to Barnabas Hughes, School 
of Education, California State University, Northridge, California 
91324, USA. 
